
Holy Family Parish 
National Catholic Church 

1921 Eden Park Boulevard 

McKeesport. Pa. 15132 

412.678.0566 Office; Auditorium 412.664.7009 

www.hfpncc.org 

Facebook Holy Family National Catholic Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

March 28, 2021 
 

Change of address or phone number, for parish registration, hospital 
visitations and sacramental needs, baptism and wedding arrangements 
(six months in advance), please contact the Parish Office by calling 
412.276.5562 or 412.678. 0566.Office Hours: Fridays 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 
A.M.   Evenings by appointment.  Bulletin announcements should be 
received by Wednesday for Sunday publication either by phone or E-mail 
at bsleczkowski@aol.com 

 

Parish Staff:  

Fr. Bruce Sleczkowski, Pastor 412.276.5562 

Ted Gibala, Committee Chairman 412.678.7347 

Carol Davelli Chopin Choir Director 412.678.2368 

Wendy Blotzer, Organist, Bell Choir 412.926.6029                            

David Kost, Lector Coordinator 412.519.7771 

Patricia Bagshaw, Youth Ministry 412.953.5123  

Tom Popovic, Cemetery Coordinator 724.243.3033 

Parish Custodian 412.678.7347 

 

http://www.hfpncc.org/
mailto:bsleczkowski@aol.com


This Week 

 

Sunday, March 28, 2021                                 Palm Sunday 

Holy Mass                                                               9:00 A.M. 
Palms will be available in the Narthex until 10: 30 A.M. for pick-up 

 

Thursday, April 1, 2021                             Holy Thursday 

 Holy Mass                                                             7:00 P.M. 
The Holy Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as usual with a 

few changes. The Mandatum (Washing of Feet) will be excluded.  The 

Eucharist will be taken to the Altar of the Repose without procession.  

 

Friday, April 2, 2021                                        Good Friday 

Mass of the Pre-Sanctified                                        12 Noon 
The Veneration of the Cross will be modified where it will not be 

placed in the center of the Church for veneration. The ciborium will be 

returned to the Altar of Repose. (The monstrance will not be publicly 

displayed nor will there be a symbolic grave. If you wish to be present 

for adoration, keep the recommended social distancing from each 

other.  Private adoration will be from Noon till 3:00 P.M. Lenten 

devotional materials and bibles will be available.   All materials will 

be disinfected for your safety.  There will be no other services 

conducted during the day.   

 

Saturday, April 3, 2021                               Holy Saturday  

Holy Saturday Liturgy                                          11:00 A.M. 
The blessings will be abbreviated.  There will be no blessing of the 

new fire outside the Church, but a simple taper will be lit, and the 

incense nails will be blessed in the vestibule. The New Light will be 

brought into the Church and the blessing of the Paschal Candle 

followed by the blessing of water. (Baptismal water will not be 

blessed). Keeping with social distancing recommendations, Easter 

baskets should be placed away from each other.  

 

Sunday, April 4, 2021                                   Easter Sunday 

Mass of the Resurrection                                         9:00 A.M.  
There will be no procession just the Easter Mass of the Resurrection 

will be celebrated.  Easter baskets may be blessed after Mass. 
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                  Station of the Cross-Lenten Home Devotion 

 

Opening Prayer: God of power and mercy, in love you sent your 

Son that we might be cleansed of sin and live with you forever. 

Bless us as we gather to reflect on his suffering and death that we 

may learn from his example 

the way we should go. We ask this through that same Christ, our 

Lord. 

The First Station:  Jesus is condemned to die. 

Jesus stands in the most human of places.  He has already 

experienced profound solidarity with so many on this earth, by 

being beaten and tortured.  Now he is wrongfully condemned to 

punishment by death.  His commitment to entering our lives 

completely begins its final steps.  He has said "yes" to God and 

placed his life in God's hands.  We follow him in this final 

surrender, and contemplate with reverence each place along the 

way, as he is broken and given for us. 

 

The Second Station:  Jesus Carries His Cross. 

Jesus is made to carry the cross on which he will die.  It represents 

the weight of all our crosses.  What he must have felt as he first 

took it upon his shoulders!  With each step he enters more deeply 

into our human experience.  He walks in the path of human misery 

and suffering and experiences its crushing weight. 

 

The Third Station:  Jesus Falls the First Time. 

The weight is unbearable.  Jesus falls under it.  How could he enter 

our lives completely without surrendering to the crushing weight 

of the life of so many on this earth!  He lays on the ground and 

knows the experience of weakness beneath unfair burdens.  He 

feels the powerlessness of wondering if he will ever be able to 

continue.  He is pulled up and made to continue. 



 

The Fourth Station:  Jesus Meets His Mother. 

Jesus' path takes him to a powerful source of his strength to 

continue.  All his life, his mother had taught him the meaning of 

the words, "Behold, the handmaid of the Lord."  Now they look 

into each other's eyes.  How pierced-through her heart must be!  

How pained he must be to see her tears!  Now, her grace-filled 

smile blesses his mission and stirs his heart to its depth.  Love and 

trust in God bind them together. 

 

The Fifth Station:  Simon Helps Jesus Carry His Cross. 

Jesus even experiences our struggle to receive help.  He is made to 

experience the poverty of not being able to carry his burden alone.  

He enters into the experience of all who must depend upon others 

to survive.  He is deprived of the satisfaction of carrying this 

burden on his own. 

 

The Sixth Station:  Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus. 

Jesus' journey is at times brutal.  He has entered into the terrible 

experiences of rejection and injustice.  He has been whipped and 

beaten. His face shows the signs of his solidarity with all who have 

ever suffered injustice and vile, abusive treatment.  He encounters 

a compassionate, loving disciple who wipes the vulgar spit and 

mocking blood from his face.  On her veil, she discovers the image 

of his face - his gift to her.  And, for us to contemplate forever. 

 

The Seventh Station:  Jesus Falls the Second Time. 

Even with help, Jesus stumbles and falls to the ground.  In deep 

exhaustion he stares at the earth beneath him.  "Remember, you are 

dust and to dust you will return."  He has seen death before.  Now 

he can feel the profound weakness of disability and disease and 

aging itself, there on his knees, under the weight of his cross. 

 

 

 The Eighth Station:  Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem. 

The women of Jerusalem, and their children, come out to comfort 

and thank him.  They had seen his compassion and welcomed his 

words of healing and freedom.  He had broken all kinds of social 

and religious conventions to connect with them.  Now they are 

here to support him.  He feels their grief.  He suffers, knowing he 



can't remain to help them more in this life.  He knows the mystery 

of facing the separation of death. 

 

The Ninth Station:  Jesus Falls the Third Time. 

This last fall is devastating.  Jesus can barely proceed to the end.  

Summoning all this remaining strength, supported by his inner 

trust in God, Jesus collapses under the weight of the cross.  His 

executioners look at him as a broken man, pathetic yet paying a 

price he deserves.  They help him up so he can make it up the hill 

of crucifixion. 

The Tenth Station:  Jesus is Stripped. 

Part of the indignity is to be crucified naked. Jesus is completely 

stripped of any pride. The wounds on his back are torn open again.  

He experiences the ultimate vulnerability of the defenseless. No 

shield or security protects him.  As they stare at him, his eyes turn 

to heaven. 

 

The Eleventh Station:  Jesus is Nailed to the Cross. 

Huge nails are hammered through his hands and feet to fix him on 

the cross.  He is bleeding much more seriously now.  As the cross 

is lifted up, the weight of his life hangs on those nails.  Every time 

he struggles to pull himself up to breathe, his ability to cling to life 

slips away.  

 

The Twelfth Station:  Jesus Dies on The Cross. 

Between two criminals, a mocking title above his head, with only 

Mary and John and Mary Magdalene to support him, Jesus 

surrenders his last breath:  "Into your hands I commend my spirit."  

 

The Thirteenth Station:  Jesus Is Taken Down from The Cross. 

What tender mourning!  Jesus' lifeless body lays in his mother's 

arms.  He has truly died.  A profound sacrifice, complete. 

 

The Fourteenth Station:  Jesus Is Laid in The Tomb. 

They take the body of Jesus to its resting place.  The huge stone 

over the tomb is the final sign of the permanence of death.  In this 

final act of surrender, who would have imagined this tomb would 

soon be empty or that Jesus would show himself alive to his 

disciples, or that they would recognize him in the breaking of 

bread?  Oh, that our hearts might burn within us, as we realize how 

he had to suffer and die so as to enter into his glory, for us. 



Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your passion and death is the 

sacrifice that unites earth and heaven and reconciles all people to 

You. May we who have faithfully reflected on these mysteries 

follow in Your steps and so come to share Your glory in heaven 

where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit one 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

The Traditional Polish and Slovak Easter Basket 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butter - This dairy product is often shaped into a lamb (Baranek Wielkanocny) 

or a cross. This reminds us of the good will of Christ that we should have 

towards all things. 
Easter Bread - A round or long loaf topped with a cross or a fish, symbolic of 

Jesus, who is the Bread of Life. 

Horseradish - Symbolic of the Passion of Christ still in our minds. 

Eggs and Pisanki (decorated with symbols of Easter, of life, of prosperity) - 

Indicates new life and Christ's Resurrection from the tomb. 

Kielbasa (Sausage) - A sausage product, symbolic of God's favor and 

generosity. 

Ham - Symbolic of great joy and abundance. Some prefer lamb or veal. The 

lamb also reminds Christians that the Risen Christ is the "Lamb of God." 

Smoked Bacon - A symbol of the overabundance of God's mercy and 

generosity. 

Salt - A necessary element in our physical life. Symbolic of prosperity and 

justice and to remind us that people are the flavor of the earth. 

Ser (Cheese) - Symbolic of the moderation Christians should have at all times. 

Candle - Represents Christ as the Light of the World. 

Colorful Ribbons and Sprigs of Greenery - are attached to the basket as signs 

of joy and new life in the season of spring and in celebration of the Resurrection. 

Linen Cover - drawn over the top of the basket which is ready for the priest's 

visit to the home or the trip to church where it is joined with the baskets of 

others to await the blessing. The food is then set aside and enjoyed on Easter 

Sunday. 


