
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 18, 2020 

 

 

Dear Clergy of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese,   

 

Due to the unprecedented COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak that has immobilized our nation and 

the world, I offer these instructions for all parishes of the diocese.   

 

Liturgical celebrations (mass and para-liturgical services)   

    Masses on March 22nd and March 29th (4th Sunday in Lent and Passion Sunday) are to be     

    cancelled to the general public.  The clergy are instructed to offer the holy sacrifice of  

    mass on that day at their parishes.  Intentions for God’s grace and intercession in this time  

    of crisis are most appropriate.  If you have the ability and knowledgeable people to help  

    present the mass via social media please do so.  I understand that you may not have this  

    capability.   

 

    Lenten services such as Stations of the Cross and Bitter Lamentations are to be suspended  

    as well. I ask you to encourage parishioners to pray and offer these devotions in their  

    homes.        
 

Any social events / fund raisers that had been scheduled should be cancelled and/or postponed to 

a later date.   
 

I am not going beyond these two Sundays since you all know, this entire scenario changes by the 

hour if not by the minute.  At this time, I will not make a call on Holy Week (beginning with 

Palm Sunday- April 5th.)  I will give everyone an update by Tuesday, March 31st.   I am planning 

to keep the Chrism Mass scheduled with only clergy (and wives if they wish) to be present at this 

mass.  I ask that those who can make the trip to do so.  Those who are not present can “dial in” 

on a conference call number for the meeting.  I do not wish to cancel the clergy meeting, since 

we have the National Convo and Diocesan Synod to discuss.    

 

I am taking this step to ensure the safety and health of our parish congregations throughout the 

diocese, as well as that of the pastors who serve these parishes.  Please take every precaution for 

your own well-being and that of your families.  Everyone is important to our diocesan family.   
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I received an e-mail with updates from Prime Bishop Mikovsky today at 5 PM. The bishops will 

be talking tomorrow at 10 AM on a conference call.  Although they are not yet official, I am 

duplicating the points he will be suggesting.  Some are the same as in my letter.   

 
The important things are: 
1)      All social events, fundraisers and Administrative meeting cancelled. 
2)      Helping ministries should try to find ways to continue to help, while keeping everyone     
      safe 
3)      All parishioners instructed to stay home from Mass. 
4)      If any come, Holy Communion will not be distributed. 
5)      Sacramental emergencies will be handled on a case by case basis 
6)      All parishioners instructed to stay home from devotions. 
7)      Parishioner encourage to reach out to each other through phone calls & social media     
 

I am keeping you all in earnest prayer and the world as well.  During times such as these, when 

human answers are lacking and insufficient, we must rest our hearts and heads in the bosom of 

Him Who controls all things and has said that He will never forsake us.  Let us place our hope 

and trust in Jesus.  Holy Mother of the Rosary, Pray for us.        

 

 

Faithfully in Christ,   

 

Rt. Rev. John E. Mack   
 

Rt. Rev. John E. Mack  

Bishop-Ordinary  

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese     

 

 

 

P.S. – I have also attached an excellent “Service for home” for the 4th Sunday of Lent, prepared 

by Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich Jr.  It has also been distributed on the future directions e-mail 

distribution.  Use as you wish.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


